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LETTBE OF LAMBBET CADWALADEE TO TIMOTHY 
PICKBEING ON THE CAPTUEE OP POET WASH- 
INGTON. 

Trenton, May 1822. 
Dear sib. 

I rec* your Letter of the IS* inst. and thank you for the 
Information it contains. 

It is now more than Forty five years since the Afiair of 
Fort Washington, and though it can scarcely be expected I 
should be able, after so long an Interval, to afford you a ftiU 
Narrative of all the Incidents that occur'd on the Day of 
the Attack, yet I have it in my Power, in some Measure, to 
satisfy your Inquiries. I shall however avail myself, in per- 
forming this Task, and to save Trouble, of a Statement of 
this Nature, wh I made in the year 1811, at the Request of 
a Friend of mine, formerly a Captain in the 3* Pennsylvania 
Battalion wh I commanded in the War of the Revolution, 
who was writing a Book entitled " Memoirs of a Life chiefly 
passed in Pennsylvania within the last Sixty years," in which 
he mentions the Attack on Fort Washington, and our Posts, 
on the Island of New York. 

My Statement commences on Page 175 of that Work, 
and ends in Page 180, with my Arrival at the Fort ; ex- 
clusively of which I furnished not a single Sentence pub- 
lished in the Book. I however recommend to your Notice, 
a Paragraph of the Author, in his Book pages 188, 189, in 
which he gives the following extract from Gen' Washing- 
ton's Letter to Congress. 

" I sent a Billet to CoP Magaw directing him to hold out, 
and I would endeavour in the Evening to bring off the 
Garrison, if the Fortress could not be maintained, as I did 
not expert it could, the Enemy being possessed of the adjacent 
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Ground." When I arrived at the Fort, I found the British 
had succeeded, in their several Attacks, and were in Pos- 
session of all the Ground, except that in which the Fort 
stood. That they should have been possessed of all the 
adjacent Ground with the Force they employed, could not 
well be wondered at, when it is known, 

1" That the Post on the Eear of Mount Washington was 
attacked by 3000 Hessians, against Col' Rawlins's single 
Regiment of Riflemen. 

2*'y That the Post at the Point on Haarlem River, oppo- 
site to Fort "Washington, was assailed by the British Guards 
& Light Infantry, and defended by a raw Regiment of 
Militia. 

3* That at Roger Morris's House, not a Man was posted 
for Defence, and when Six or Seven Hundred Highlanders 
approached the Shore, the only opposition they encounter'd 
was by the Detachment of about 150 Men from the lower 
Line wh they could not well spare. 

4. That the Attack on the Lower Line, extending across 
the Island of New Tork, was by 1600 British Troops 
against 650 Men; the Number of Men left after the De- 
tachment of 150 Men was sent to Roger Morris's House. 
The lower Line required 3000 Men for an efficient Defence. 

The Assailants in the whole, were estimated at 7000, sup- 
ported by the British Army. 

The Fort and the extent of the Ground, including the 
Flanks on the Haarlem and North Rivers, required at least 
8000 Men. The Fort I always considered as an open Field 
Fort — constructed of earth, without Casemates, or even 
Shelter — (the Cannon, Iron six Pounders) without any 
Qualification, or Character, which could possibly be con- 
strued into a Fortress, capable of standing a Siege, against 
a regular Army, furnished with Artillery. 

Before I left the Fort, many Weeks previous to the At- 
tack, to take charge of the lower Line and the adjacent 
Ground, I h[ad] a Conversation with the commanding Officer 
on the Island, in which I most forcibly inculcated the Ne- 
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cessity of instantly attending to the fall Supply of "Water, 
Ammunition, and Provisions, and every TMng requisite for 
the Defence of the Fort, and also proposed to him to form 
a Work which I conceived would be of great Importance in 
■flanking the Enemy should they attempt to ascend the Hill 
in Bear of Mount "Washington — ^the Spot they actually 
selected for the Attack ; all of which he cordially approved. 

General "Washington's Idea of the Incompetency of the 
Fort, to make a serious Defence, is sufficiently evinced in 
his Billet to Col' Magaw ; and, I may add the Sentiment 
entertained by Gen' Charles Lee, who in a Conversation he 
had with me, reprobated the Measure of keeping the Garri- 
son on New York Island ; and said when he rec'' the Intel- 
ligence of the unfortunate event, he was so excited, that he 
tore the Hair out of his Head. 

I have thus, with Candour and Impartiality given you the 
best Information in my Power, and if the Facts I have dis- 
closed, should bear hard upon the Advisers and Abettors, 
of the fatal Measure of keeping the Troops on the Island, 
after General "Washington had crossed, to the "West Side of 
the North River, and whilst General Howe was marching 
his Army down to King's Bridge, I would not take a 
Feather from the "Weight which must fall on their Heads, 
however dignified, or however high they may have ranked 
in the Army, 

I find from what you have mentioned of your Age, that 
you will number 77 years on the 17"" July next, new Style, 
and I sincerely congratulate you that you " have enjoyed 
uninterrupt. Health, and that your Strength and Activity 
are not greatly diminished." In Return I have to inform 
you, that on the 2* July next old Style, I shall complete my 
79* year, a Period, exceeding by several years, that of any 
of my Family, and which I never was encouraged to look 
to ; having experienced much Sickness in early, and middle 
Life. 

I hope it will suit your Convenience to call on me — ^it 
will gratify me exceedingly to see you at my House, and 
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indulge with you in talking over old Times. Few remain 
who can look so far back as we can, and upon Scenes more 
important to our Country. 

With great Regard & Esteem 

I remain, Dear Sir, 
Your Obed' Serv* 
Lamb'' Cadwalader. 
Col'- Timothy Pickering. 



